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Is hydropower a cornerstone of South America's energy infrastructure?

Providing 45% of electricity supply in South America,hydropower stands ?as a cornerstoneof the
region?s energy infrastructure?,the International Hydropower Association reports in its 2024 World
Hydropower Outlook.

Is hydropower the future of South America?

Hydropower remains the backbone of South America?s energy system, and as the region embraces
innovation and sustainability ? through certified projects and hybrid systems such as floating solar ? its
vast Andean-Amazon potential continues to shape a resilient, renewable future. Cachoeira
Caldeir&#227;0 hydropower project, Brazil. Credit: Engie

Why is hydropower important in South America?

Hydropower is vital for South America?s energy mix,and thanks to natural resources such as the Andes
mountains and the Amazon basin,potential for generation is vast. A mere 30% of the region?s
hydropower potential is currently being exploited,but even that satisfies approximately 45% of the
continent?s electricity demand.

Which countries are focusing on hydropower development in South America?

Currently only utilising about 20% of its estimated hydropower potential,to help support further
development,Argentinahas implemented several policies and incentives including feed-in tariffs and
PPAs specially targeting small hydro schemes up to 30MW. Another country in South America to
watch,according to the IHA,is Bolivia.

What happened to Argentine hydropower projects in 20237

Four Argentine hydropower projects,equating to 4380MW or 42% of the nation?s total hydropower
capacity,faced contract terminationin late 2023. Although the country?s Secretary of Energy granted an
extension for these it raised concern about future operational continuity.

Is Colombia's hydropower project a threat to energy security?

Likewise,the 2,400MW Ituango Hydroelectric Project in Colombia ? South America?s largest ongoing
hydropower scheme ? has only recently begun phased commissioning amid significant technical and
social challenges,yet its full capacity will be critical for the country?s energy securityonce all turbines are
online.

Page 1/3



South America Energy Storage Power
%= SOLAR . Generation Project

Mar 27, 2024 In June 2023, South America’s largest floating solar project was also launched at the
Urr&#225; Dam in Colombia, aiming to showcase the potential of pairing floating solar with ?

Grid and transmission issues in South America& #32;are driving the growth of solar-plus-storage&
#32;projects,& #32;such as the Oasis de Atacama in Chile. Image: Grenergy. Analyst ?

Jun 4, 2025 Recent data published by Rystad Energy showed that more than three-quarters (76 per
cent) of South America"s power generation ?

The power station would be located on a 25 hectares (62 acres) piece of real estate, approximately 20
kilometres (12 mi) from, the capital and largest city of South Sudan. . The ?

Aug 4, 2024 The 2024 edition of the EES South America Conference takes place at the Expo Center
Norte in S&#227;0 Paulo, Brazil on August 27?29 and will feature crucial discussions on the ?

Jun 13, 2025 The South American energy storage market is in a critical period of transformation from
&quot;resource-driven&quot; to &quot;technology-driven&quot;, and policy innovation, technology
iteration and ?

Jul 15, 2025 The Chilean government has enabled standalone storage systems and created favorable
rules for remuneration, energy arbitrage, and grid services. Chile"s storage market ?

The technology group W&#228;rtsil&#228; will supply an 8-MW/32-MWh energy storage system to
Colbun, one of the largest power generation companies in Chile, to accelerate its transition to ?

New energy storage companies in South America Sunny Power signed a 650MW PV project in Brazil in
2022, and also signed a 500MW distribution agreement with Brazil's ?

Chile passed an energy storage and electromobility bill in late 2022,making stand-alone storage projects
profitable for operators. To provide a view of what is to come,AMI breaks down the ?

Jan 6, 2023 Why South America Can"t Stop Talking About Battery Storage while the rest of the world
argues about lithium-ion vs. solid-state batteries, South Americas energy markets are ?

The Future of Energy Storage MT Energy Initiative Video. MTEI''''s three-year Future of Energy
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Storage study explored the role that energy storage can play in fighting climte change and in ?

From 15 megawatts (MW) in 2009, solar power in South America is beginning to shine through as a
major energy source with installed capacity rising to ?

South america new energy storage factory The technology group W&#228;rtsil&#228; will supply an
8-MW/32-MWh energy storage system to Colbun, one of the largest power generation ?

Jun 13, 2024 Hydropower drives South America"s energy future, with certified sustainability projects,
hybrid systems, and vast untapped potential supporting sustainability and grid stability.

Aug 6, 2025 NREL partners with the RELAC Initiative to help 16 member countries meet the 2030
regional renewable energy targets of 73% installed capacity and 80% electricity ?
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